Clean Water at Risk
from Gas Drilling Now
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The Delaware River supplies drinking water to 15 million people
including residents of Philadelphia and New York City, as well as
many within Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey and Delaware.
That drinking water is at risk from the practices used in natural
gas drilling.

Hydraulic fracturing (better known as fracking) is used to extract natural
gas from rock layers a mile or more underground. This fracking
procedure has been proven to contaminate drinking water.

If the Delaware River Basin Commission (DRBC) allows it, up to
30,000 gas wells will be drilled in the headwaters of the Delaware
River beginning as early as summer 2011. The fracking process for
each well requires an average of 4.5 million gallons of water which
will severely deplete our fresh water supplies.

Wastewater from fracking is extensive and the water is contaminated
with corrosive salts, carcinogens, neurotoxins, and sometimes
radioactive elements like radium. Despite new regulations
Pennsylvania is still allowing drillers to discharge wastewater
through sewage treatment plants into rivers even though the
sewage treatment process does little to address the contaminants.

What’s more, fracking contaminates the air surrounding a gas well
because chemicals fester in open air wastewater storage ponds.

A decision from the DRBC is imminent
regarding regulation of gas drilling
in the Delaware River Basin.

See the reverse of this notice
to make your voice heard.
Deadline for comment is April 15, 2011.



